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For Executive Board Region 2
Thomas Frey
Executive Director
New York State Assessors’ Association
Middletown, New York

I respectfully request your support of my candidacy 
for the Executive Board of IAAO. As a member of IAAO 
for the past 26 years, I appreciate this organization 
more today than at any time in the past. IAAO is more 
responsive, accommodating, open to new initiatives 
and professional than ever before. The Executive Board 
is responsible for these improvements through the 
Strategic Plan and professional governance practices. I 
hope you will provide me with the opportunity to join 
the Executive Board and continue the progress that has 
been made.
I believe I can bring two distinct outlooks to the Board; 
one is as someone with just less than 30 years experience 
as an assessor and the other is as the chief operating 
officer of a statewide assessors association for over 
ten years. The merging of experiences from these two 
positions will allow me to look at the goals of the IAAO 
and attempt to help reach the levels of accomplishment 
the membership desires.
If elected, I will do my best to serve the membership 
to the best of my ability. I respectfully ask for your vote 
and support.

Leadership/IAAO Activities
•	IAAO Member since 1983
•	IAAO State Representative
•	IAAO In-State Instructor
•	IAAO Educational Coordinator
•	IAAO Friends of the Paul V. Corusy Library Trust 

Committee
•	Candidate for the IAAO RES designation
•	Executive Secretary of the NYS Chapter-IAAO
•	Past President NYS Assessors’ Association
•	Past Treasurer NYS Assessors’ Association
•	Professional Assessor designation from Institute of 

Assessing Officers
•	Editor of the NYS Assessors Bulletin
•	NYS Certified General Appraiser
•	National AQB certified USPAP instructor
•	NYS approved instructor for real estate appraisers

For Executive Board Region 2
Michael Stone, AAS
Chief Deputy Assessor
Cook County
Chicago, Illinois

Michael Stone, AAS, is the Chief Deputy Assessor of 
the Cook County Assessor’s Office, the nation’s second 
largest jurisdiction valuing 1.8 million parcels valued 
at over $133 billion, staff of nearly 400 persons and 
an annual budget of $25 million. Prior to becoming 
Chief Deputy, Michael was the Chief Legal Counsel and 
served on the office’s Education Committee, promoting 
appraisal education and designation obtainment. 
Michael has served on the IAAO Legal Committee since 
2005, assisting in organizing annual legal conferences, 
selecting speakers, planning events and reviewing 
legal matters for IAAO. He has edited two publications 
for IAAO: “Understanding Your Assessment” and “For 
the Property Owner Who Wants to Know.” He led 
the development of a multi-jurisdictional study on 
affordable housing, which was presented at Councils 
and Sections Seminar and published in the Journal of 
Property Tax Assessment & Administration. He has 
been a presenter at numerous IAAO events, including 
the Annual Conferences in Anchorage, Milwaukee, 
Atlanta, and Reno, at annual Legal Seminars in Chicago, 
the Prep and Trial Seminar in Las Vegas and the Special 
Topics Seminar in New Orleans and Kansas City. He has 
successfully completed numerous IAAO courses and 
received his AAS designation in 2008. He is currently a 
candidate for the CAE designation.
Michael has also been a presenter at a variety of 
other civic and government organizations, including 
the National Housing Council’s National Seminar, the 
Illinois Housing Council’s Annual Meeting, the Illinois 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Housing Seminar and 
DePaul University. He is a member in the MacArthur 
Foundation’s Preservation Compact, an initiative to 
preserve affordable housing, and head of the Compact’s 
Property Tax Keystone. Together with staff, he co-
authored an in-depth valuation of all Cook County 
Hospitals, which was presented to the County Board of 
Commissioners. He was also responsible for expanding 
a partnership between Cook County, local municipalities 
and businesses that returns tax delinquent parcels to the 
tax rolls. 
Prior to joining the Assessor’s Office, Michael was with 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and was an 
attorney in private practice.
Michael is a 1996 graduate of The University of Chicago 
Law School and a 1991 cum laude graduate of Harvard 
University. He is a member of the State Bar of Illinois 
and is also a Certified Illinois Assessing Officer and a 
Certified Income Tax Preparer.

For Executive Board Region 2
Virginia Whipple, AAS
Member-Owner
GNA Assessment Professionals
Greensburg, Indiana

Virginia R. (Ginny) Whipple, AAS, is a candidate for 
Region 2 Executive Board member. As a board member 
her goal would be to further educational excellence and 
professionalism. Ginny would also be available to the 
membership to listen and learn from their experiences 
and knowledge before making decisions that affect the 
organization.
She is the immediate past President of the Indiana 
Chapter of IAAO having held the office of Vice President 
in the past. As chairman of the education committee and 
course coordinator, Ginny was responsible for facilitating 
IAAO course offerings through the Indiana Department 
of Local Government Finance. She has also initiated talks 
with Indiana’s Community Collage system to implement 
a mass appraisal certificate in their business degree 
program which would include IAAO course offerings. 
Ginny is currently a member of the Instructor Relations 
Subcommittee, an IAAO Representative for Indiana, has 
served as Midwest Regional Representative and was 
Chairman of the Resolutions Committee in 2006. She 
also is an in-state instructor for IAAO course 101.
Ginny is a Level II Indiana Certified Assessor with 25 
years of experience in mass appraisal. Currently she is 
contracted to Fayette County, Indiana, as an Assessment 
Facilitator. Previously, as Regional Manager for 
Appraisal Research Corporation, she was responsible 
for over thirty mass appraisal projects during the past 
three cycles.
Ginny lives in Greensburg, Indiana, with her husband, 
Bob, sons Wade with wife Kristen and Matt, grand-dogs 
Susie and Cash, yellow lab Charlie and Mom-Cat.


