
Why pursue an IAAO Designation?

Earning an IAAO designation is a rewarding 
experience. It signifies exceptional compe-
tence in the skills unique to property assess-
ment for tax purposes and can further your 
career with benefits that include a salary or 
responsibility increase. A designation provides 
a portable measure of your capabilities. Pride 
of knowledge is perhaps the greatest benefit  
of all, offering proof that  
you have attained the  
highest level of  
professionalism. 

Pursue your designation at: 
www. iaao.org
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If you must  
defend your work,  

an IAAO Designation 
instantly establishes 
your qualifications 

and credibility.

IAAO Designations: Symbols of Professionalism
An IAAO Designation is the profession’s highest certification degree and mark of excellence. 

The Value of an IAAO Designation:

Your Professional Qualifications…
	 Demonstrated by your experience 

paired with a world class education	
Recognition of Expertise…
	 In your jurisdiction, by executives, 

your peers, inside the legal system, 
and by the public

Confidence in Ability…
	 Through educational achievement 

and advanced knowledge in property 
tax assessment

Who Should Earn an IAAO Designation?

Any person employed in appraising, mapping, 
property assessment and property tax policy at 
any level - in government or in the private sector 
- can join IAAO and apply to earn a designation. 

What is required?

To earn an IAAO Designation, one must be an 
IAAO member in good standing and complete 
the requirements for the particular designa-
tion pursued. Each designation has experiential, 
educational, demonstration project, and exami-
nation requirements. 

Designations and Courses
CAE – The Certified Assessment Evaluator  
designation is IAAO’s flagship designation, denoting 
the highest level of education and experience in 
residential and commercial real-property appraisal, 
assessment administration, and tax policy. The CAE 
is for anyone who holds, or aims to hold, a senior  
position in their office.

RES – The Residential Evaluation Specialist  
designation recognizes professionalism and  
competency in valuing residential real-property  
for tax purposes. The RES is designed for those  
who are well-practiced in appraising a wide range  
of residential property for their office.

AAS – The Assessment Administration Specialist  
designation denotes expertise in administering 
various functions for property tax purposes. The 
AAS suits those who have experience working in an 
assessment office, especially with administrative or 
tax policy matters.

PPS – The Personal Property Specialist designation signi-
fies advanced expertise in the valuation of personal 
property for tax purposes. The PPS is held by those 
who wish to stand-out for their unique expertise in 
assessing personal property.

CMS – The Cadastral Mapping Specialist  
designation symbolizes professionalism and  
competency in the cadastral mapping techniques 
that support proper valuation of property for tax 
purposes, property tax administration, and  
property tax policy. Those who produce maps and 
other graphic images in support of their offices’ 
property appraisal and assessment administration 
functions should possess the CMS.



Courses  Required for Designations 	

CAE RES AAS CMS PPS
Course 101 • • • • •
Course 102 • • • •
Course 112 •
Course 201* •
Course 300 • B
Course 311 A • B
Course 312 A B
Course 400 • •
Course 402 •
Course 500 •
Course 600 •
Course 601 •
Workshop 151** • • • • •
Workshop 171 • • • • •

					   
Notes:					   
	 For CAE, only one of the “A” courses is required.
	 For AAS, only one of the “B” courses is required.
*	 Only required if a case study exam is chosen over                                   

the demonstration report option.
**Can substitute TAF 15 Hr National USPAP
	 Not all required education may be listed. Project 

and exam requirements apply. Inquire for details.

Course Descriptions

Course 101 - Fundamentals of Real Property Appraisal
Provides an understanding and working knowledge of 
the procedures and techniques required to estimate 
the market value of vacant and improved properties 
using both cost and sales comparison approaches. 

Course 102 - Income Approach to Valuation
Addresses estimating the market value of vacant or 
improved properties by utilizing the income approach. 

Course 112 - Income Approach to Valuation II
Offers a comprehensive, interactive program cover-
ing the income approach to value in-depth, reflecting 
contemporary appraisal theory. It is intended for  
mid-level, commercial-industrial appraisers. 

Course 201 - Appraisal of Land
Provides an understanding and working knowledge of 
the procedures and techniques required to estimate 
the market value of land, primarily using the sales 
comparison approach.
 
Course 300 - Fundamentals of Mass Appraisal
Presents an introduction to mass appraisal – as 
opposed to single property appraisal - including 
system components, data analysis and statistics, use 
of assessment ratio studies, and modeling the three 
approaches to value. 
 

Course 311 - Residential Modeling Concepts
Presents a detailed study of the mass appraisal process 
as applied to residential property. 

Course 312 - Commercial/Industrial Modeling Concepts
Addresses the mass appraisal process as applied to 
income-producing property. 

Course 400 - Assessment Administration
Provides fundamental management concepts for  
management and supervisory personnel in the  
assessor’s office. 

Course 402 - Property Tax Policy
Offers strategies for assisting in the effective formulation  
and implementation of tax policies, and presents 
information enabling students to understand the  
context under which property tax policy is established. 

Course 500 - Assessment of Personal Property
Provides an understanding and working knowledge 
of the procedures and techniques required to assess 
personal property.  

Course 600 - Principles and Techniques of Cadastral Mapping
Presents a comprehensive, interactive introduction  
to the field of cadastral mapping. Students  
demonstrate basic skills that will allow them to  
plot deeded descriptions in both the Metes and 
Bounds Land Description System and the Public  
Land Survey System.  

Course 601 - Cadastral Mapping Methods & Applications
Offers a continuation of the mapping science  
curriculum, exposing students to aspects of protocol 
and legal principles that extend beyond Course 600.   

Workshop 151 – Uniform Standards of Professional  
Appraisal Practice (National)
Presents The Appraisal Foundation’s Uniform  
Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) 
15 Hour National course.

Workshop 171 - IAAO Standards of Professional  
Practice & Ethics
Covers IAAO’s “Code of Ethics, Canons and Standards 
of Professional Conduct,” providing performance 
standards for real property, mass, business and  
personal property appraisal and consulting. 

For more information, please contact:

designations@iaao.org
www. iaao.org
314 W. 10th St
Kansas City, MO  64105 – 1616
816-701-8100
Toll Free: 800-616-IAAO
FAX: 816-701-8169

“There is no greater 
honor than earning the 
confidence and respect 
of your peers. Obtaining 
an IAAO Designation … 
symbolizes a trust given 
to us by taxpayers to 
deliver a function so vital 
to municipal governance, 
which ultimately makes 
our profession even 
stronger.”

Brad Hurt, CAE, 
Alberta

 “Having a professional 
designation certainly 
brings with it a level of 
respect and profession-
alism. I believe it is the 
process of earning the 
designation that imparts 
a level of knowledge,
professionalism, confi-
dence and self-respect 
that follows from making 
such a commitment.”

Mary Ann Weidner, RES, 
Nevada

“Receiving a designation 
can really boost your 
self-confidence. I no  
longer feel intimidated 
by fee appraisers or 
appraisers representing 
utilities and corporations.”

Richard Reamer, CAE, 
North Carolina

“The CAE designation 
has given credibility to 
my capabilities as an  
assessor in the eyes of 
the public as well as 
other professionals.”

Ralph Neely, CAE, North 
Carolina


